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fn in Abril of 12 Act of Galle 4% 
Erecling 4 Work houſe inthe woe 
and County of the City of Norwich, 


| for tie better In eployirg and Mii ini a ; mY 5 
. the Poor there. T et 


Paine Anne R egine. 


Note 15 rig ures at he be Fra of the. Parag- io 1 TY 
E che Pages1 in the e Printed Ack. e tro is 


} BSE 


\NACTED That fob Fe fie . of 
ever within the ſaid City, conſiſting of the 
Mayor, Recorder, Steward, .Juſticesof the 
feace, "Sherifs and Aldermen. of the ſaid City for 
he time being, and of Thirty two other kerle, 
Inhabitants. of the ſaid City, viz, Eight out of every - 
great Ward, the firſt 32 Perſ#ns.to be Elected . 
the zd of May next or 3 Days after, at an Aſſembly 
f ff the Mayer, Sheriffs, Citizens aud Commonalit) 
£ df this City. e E =: 


tinue until others be Elected in their rooms, and in 
Caſe any ſhall. dye after Election or. be temoved chen 

he Mayor for the time being or his Deputy. TY 
10 Days after ſuch. Death ot Removal to, Summon. 
and hold an Aſſembly, and then to chooſe other or | 
C thers in his e or their i Phe, 44d 2 . notice Tos 

ten 


5 ny 1712 There ſhall be aCorporation. for 4 


4. Thar the Rid 32 Pertons 0 choſe hill Tops. 5 


- — e, ET op et 


£2) 
given of ſuch Aſſembly ſo to be held; and the Aſſem⸗ 
dly are required and Authorized to make ſuch an E. 


of the Peace, Sheriffs and Aldermen, with the 32 
pPerſons fo Elected and to be Elected, ſhall be called 


dieens or the Major Part of them ſhall appoint aff 
Clerk, and he at the charge of the Corporation half 


ſuch Priority or Seniority as they ſhall be choke 


- Days after, the Mayor or Depnty are required to. 
hold an Aſſembly and give Notice thereof as 240%, 
Leid and ſuch Aſſembly are Authorized and requit ee 
to meet and the Clerk ſhall then declare the Nap 1 
of the firlt 4 Perſons of each Ward as they ſtzr0l 
entred « Guardians in the Book, and then theſf 
mall ceaſe to be Guardians and like entry to bY 
made of all perſons ſo to be New Elected, and 
that the firſt 4 Per ions or any of them who waf 


of being choſen again if they will accept the iam "iy 


ſuch Second year for ever to be computed fret 
the laſt preceeding Election. 


Peace, Sheriffs, Aldermen and 32 Perſons for th 
time being ſhall for ever hereafter in Name an 
Fatt be one Body Politick and Corporate in Lai 


lection, The Mayor, Recorder, Steward, Jnſtices 


Guardians of the Poor of the City and County off 
Norwich, and Liberties of the ſame. And the Guar-i # 


provide Rooks for entring the Names Sirnames and 
Additions of all Perſons to be choſen according ta; 
nd enter the ſame accordingly. 


That on the 3d, of May 1713 or 3 Days aſter 
and fo every Year for ever on the 1d of May or | 


. 


and then ceaſed to be Guardians ſhall be capab i 


and not otherwiſe, and ſo rorres quoties in every 


That the Mayor Recorder, Steward, Juſtices 0 


to all Intents and Pucpoles. and mall have a pere 
3 000 


n- cual Succeſſion and be called by the Name of The 
E. Governor Deputy-Governor Aſſiſtants and Guar- 
res dians of the Poor in the ſaid City and County of 


32 Norwich and Liberties of the ſame aud that they 
edi ſhall be enabled to plead and ſue and to be ſued 
ol and impleaded by that Name in all Courts 2 d 


ar. Places of ludicature within Great Britain and by 
t ay that Name may purchaſe taks or receive any Lands 
of any Perſon having a Right and co grant or De- 
W miſe the ſame, and alſo to transfer the lame and 


ration. 


them, ( Mayor or Deputy co be one) to mzer on 
the 7ih of May next in the Guiid- Hall or other 
place and tnen or at any other Convenient time 
| Chooſe one Governor, one Deputy Governor one 


el Treaſurer and 20 Aſſiſtants to continue one Fear 


nd ſo year ly to be choſen out of the Guardians, 


ud in caſe of Death or Removal of any Guardian at 


any meeting to be appointed by the Mayor of De- 


time for that purp::{e,or Cauſe to be allowed by 
a8 ©fe Corporation to put any cf the fad. fers cut 
of his Office and to chooſe. another in his Kogm. 


ron 

WF viz. Governor not exceeding 201, nor lels then 
5 offs 191. Deputy Governor not exceeding 151. nor 
th leſs then 7 1, and every Aſſiſtant or Guardian not 


an ercecding 101, nor leſs then 5 l. ſuch Fines to 
bs (et by the Mayor &c. or Majoa pai: of them. 


6 


any goods and Chatrels for the uſe of the Corpo» 


FJ. That the Mayor &c. or the Major part-of 


xvty to cnooſ: others in their Noom and at any. 


m Caſe Governor Deputy Gorernor Aihiſt aut or 
Guardian ſo Choten refute to take upzu him uch 
Office ſhall forfeit for the uſe ot the Co poration 


y 
* " — = _ 
= RIES 
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4 of the Alliſtants ſhall aftei 3 in the Afternoon 


by Governor or Depury Governor cr 4 Allſtan;Þ} 
at which Courts the Guardians are Enjoyned te ap. 


forfeit a Sum not exceeding 105. as by chat or 


to 5afwer all Queſtions upon Oath celating to ſucill 


Seal or seals for the uſe of the Corporation and 


ces fur and Concerning the better Governing thi 
Cas porat io) an: the poor or any Trade or Bulinel® 


4 ) 

6, That the 9 or in his Default Depy. 
ty Governor or in both defaults 4 Aſſiſtants upon 
the firſt Tueſday in every Kalender Month in eve- 
ry Year accounting June for the firſt Month to 
keep a Court of the Corporation in the ſaid City 
of 21 of the Guardians at Ieaſt viz. Governor} 
to hold the Aſſembly between 2 and 3 in the af. 
ternoon or in his default Deputy Governor or any 


hoid the ſame giving 2 days Notice of uch Court, 
in caſe 20 of the Guardians upon Emergency Sig. 
nify under their hands to the Governor that they 
deſire that a Special or Extraordinary Court may 
be called and held, then ſuch Court ſhall be caded 


pear and rot depart without Licenſe on pain to 


xt Courc, ſhell be Aſſeſſed unleſs Reaſonable ex 
cuf , and the Court are impowred to $mmmon befor 
them eny Inhatitant to Anſwer to metrers relat 
ing tc the Corporation who ate required to appeal 


Matters as ſhall be put to them by the Governaf 
Dcputy Go nor or any of the Aliſia:its on kor ö 
feiture 4 a um not exceeding 108 for every de 
fault, any Juſtice or Alderman to Adminiſter Oath 

At any Couit io make and appoint a Commod | 


to make and or ain, by Laws, Rules and Ordinan 
Which ſhalt be ict on Foot by the Corporation fo 


ere the Poor and have power to purchaſ 
2 : 3 ah; 5 0 


5 


6. 3.) 
= Way, or Eret Ons. or mate Hoſp tal or  Holpitals! 


_ity Wlo;ing the Poor of what Age or Sex ſoever and. 
nor compel Idle or Leaſy Poor People Begging 
af ithout ſome lawful Impl:yment, or other Poor. 


an 
aoyf ork-Houſes or elſewhere, and to ſet to Work ail 


art. | Perſons ſent into ſuch Houſes and to keep ſuch 


518. hildren at Work untill they attzin to 16 Years 
hey pf Age as Begg or be maintained by any Pactſh aad 
ral after ſuch Age or ſooner at the Diſcretion of the 
led Corporation by Indenture under their Commoa 


: Y 4 binding ro ſuch Children and the Juſtices of tne 
ol eace where the Maſters or Miſtreſſes of ſuch Ap. 


ex * prentices live ſhall have the like Authority over them 

ES by eny Law now in Force they have over * o- 

| ther Appientices 

tak 7 That the ſaid Court or Aſembly ww power 
to inflict Correction upon any Poor Peri n. within 

the Workhouſe that ſhail not conform to ſuch Rules 

Wand Ordinances made or to be made or [hall misbe- 


del have themicives in che tame. And that the Mayor 
1th Goveroor Deputy Governor or any of the Juſtices 


ot the Peace for tie ſaid City and County at any 
time between the ſaid Courts or Aſſemblies heve 
power to Infiict Reaſunable Correction on any poor 
8 Perſons offending as aforeſaidd. 

That the ſaid Courc may from time to time ſet 
down and Aſceitain what Sum or Sums of Money 
all be needtul for the Buying Building making 


y orkhouſe or Work-houſes, Houſe or -Houtes of 
Forrection within the City and to provide other 
oavenicnt neceſfaries for ſetting to Work and em- 


That receive Collection to Dwell or Work in ſuch 


ea, have power to bind out ſuch Children Appren- 
ices not exceeding 7 Vears, which Indentui e ſnall 


. > Ane 


1 


"£63 | 

430 Sec of ſich Work-Houfs or Work-Hou:l 
ſes fo thatthe ſame do not exceed 500000 l. to be 
-raiſed within 12 Months or ſonger time by month. 
5 Quarterly or other Payments, and allo to ſe: 
wn and aſcertain what Weekly Monthly or other 
sums of Money ſhall be needfuſ for the mainte- 
nance and Imployment of the Poor in the Work 
' _ Heuſe, ſo as Ricky Poor of every Pariſh as are una · 
ble ro Work or get their living be Weekly pro. „ 
vided for thereout. That the 1 of May 1715 no o- 
ther levy or Aſſeſſment of Moneys for maintain-W 
ing the Poor which Sums of Money ſo ſet down 
and aſcertained and tbe Proportion part and ſhare 
that each Pariſh ſhall raiſe and Pay, the Governor 
Deputy Governor Aſſiſtants and Guardians ſnall un- 

der their Common Seal Certify to the Mayor and 

. Juſtices or 2 of them are Requi red to Grant and 

' Hue out their Warrant to require the Church-War-Y 1 
/ dens and Ovyerſeers of the Poor or ſuch Perſon 28 
' the Guardians ſhall appoint out of every Fafiſh to 
Rate and Aﬀeſs the ſaid Sums of Money on che 
kreſpective Inhabitants and on every Parſon and Vi 
car and on all and every the Occupyers of Lands | 
 Houſt's Tenements Tithes Impropriate Auprop: ia- 8 
tion of Tithes and on all Perſons having and ufi Wl 
Stocks and Perſonal Eſtates or having Money out 
at intereſt in equal proportion according to their 
ſeveral and reſpective Values and Eſtates and the 
Money fo rated and aſſeſsed from time to time, to | 5 
Demand Gather and Receive, fer non wow 
within 20 Days after demand to Diſtrain and if 
no diſtreſs can be found then the Mayor and Juſtices 
or 2 of them to commit ſuch Perſon ſo offending 
to Priſon without Bail, _ Payment with Charges 
| _ and 
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49 F- > 
my 0b the Moneys received! t 
resſurer of the ſuid Corpuration, 


eace at ihe next Seiuons; by Adjournment, or o- 
herwite, next alter ſuch Aſleſſment made, -who 
have power to Kedrefs and order. therein 

W 1:3 Caic the Mayor and Juſtices refuſe by the ſpace 
e five Days ( otter certifying as aforeſaid ) ta grant 
ich- Warrant to the Pariſi Officers or other per- 
Ins as aturetaid, to Rate. Aſteſs and gathet as a- 
orelaid, asd to commic to Prifen tie Perſon for 


Woverccr and Aſliſtauts, or any three or more of 
mem, whereof the Governer or Deputy Governor 


8 Aby ber ſon may appeal o the 8 . 


jon payment. That then the Governor or Deputy 


m- be one, to iſſue out their Warrant to the Pa- 
nd With Office. s or juch Perſon as the Guardians ſhall 
nd ee: ro Rate and Ailcls ſuch Moneys charged, 
ar- J be raiſed by them as aſoreſaid, to Rate, Aſſeſs, 
as nd gather 2s atorefaid, and to commit to: Priſon 
to hy ber en for nonpavment es afbre ig, in caſe any 
he rin Cfficer or other perion appointed as afore- 


Eid refuſe to do as atoreſaid, tall forfeit 405; 
or ever y offence to be Levyed, 5 


- If any Perion ſhall give 50l. or mare towards 
ng arryimng cn the faid Work, may at a Court of 33 
ut * t the Guardians at the leaſt, or the 1iaior pert of 
ir Wem, to Elect and ( onſlütute (if they ihail think 
ne fit) Mach Charitable Fericn to be one of the 
to Huardians, over and above the fa'd Number of 32 
- F-rions to be chotcn in the faid Wards as afore- 

it id. | / 


8 provide ſor the Maintenance of the Pour, ot what 
5 


— — 


9 That the Corporation tab have the Car e end 


ge or Sex ſoever, which ought to be telicred by 


5 8). 
the Pariſh (excepe ach as be provided for by Cha- 
ritable Gitts or in Hoſpitals ) and have power To. 
examine, ſearch and ſee what Poor Perſons come 
to relide within the City; and that the Governor, 
Deputy Governor aud Aſliſtants or three of them, 
whereof the Governor or Deputy Governor to be. 
one, by Warrant to be directed to the Conſtables 
or (ach Perſons as ſhall be appointed by the Guar- 
dians to apprenend any Rogaes, Vagrants, or ſtur- 
dy Beggars, or idle, Irazy or dilorderly-Perſons, 
and to cauſe them to be conveyed, kept and ſet 
td work in the ſaid Work-houſes for any time noi 
exceeding three Years, if auy Conſtable or other 
perſon appointed as aforeſaid, neglect or reſuſe to 
h ſerve ſuch Warrant, all orteir ICS, lor every 
i Offence. | 
This A& not to extend ro any Hoſpital or other 
5 Charitable A 
x That the ſaid Courts or Aſſemblies fo to be held 
8 by Governor, Deputy Governor or Aſſiſtants, or 
| the Mayor part of them have power to chooſe and 
entertain a Clerk, and other Officers and Servant s, 
and them or any of them to remove as they ſhall 
lee cauſe, and upon Death or Removal of them, or 
any of tnem, to choote and entertain others in their 
FLice, giving ſach reaſonable Allowances, Salaries 
or Wages to them or any of them, out of the 
Stack or Revenue belonging to rae Corporation, 
as kney ſhall think fit, | 
Al Qikcers appointed by this Act are exempted 
| tom the Fer:alties, Stat, 25 Car. II. Entituled, 
1 . Au K tar preventing Dangers which may hap- 
1 pe en jrom Poplin Recuiants 
laat che Trealurer's and al other Officers belozg- 
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ng to the Corporation, ſhall from time to time, 


before ſach Perſon as the Corporation ſhall appoint 


for that purpoſe, Account and Reckon for ſuch 
Moneys belonging to the Corporation, as ſhall come 
to his or their hands, or to the hands of the Te- 


ſtator or Inteſtate upon Notice by the Corpora- 


tion or by the Governor or Deruty Governor to 
them given. and on refaſal to account, may be by 
the Mayor or two Juſtices of the Peace, committed 
t o Goal. without Pail, untill they conform and paſs 
a true accgunt, and what ſhall appear to be in their 
bands belonging to che Corporation, ſnhall pay as 
the Court thall appoint; or give Security for the 

ſame, to the Approbation of the Court, on pain 
to forleit double tie value, to be recovered hy 
Action of Debt. &c. and payment of ſuch Money 


by any Executor or Admintſtrator, ſhail be allowed 


againil ad J 2dgments. VDebts by Bond, (pecially or 
otherwiſe, againit rheic Teſtaror or lnteſtate 

10. That from tte ſeid firſt of Mey, 1712 No 
poor Child inhabiting out of the City, and who do 


not Legal ly belong to the ſzme, ſhall be bound Ap £4 


prentice to or by any Journeyman Weaver, inha- 
bit ing in che City end County and Liberties, with- = 


cut the Licenſe and conſent or the GO er nor or De- 


pity Governor, and two ur more of the Aſſiſtants, 
and the Indentur es of fuch Apprentices to be laroll- 


ed by the Cl.rk cf the © "orporation And chat no 
Maſter- Weaver Inhabiting in rhe feid City and 
County and Libertiss thereof, ſhall have mate than 
two Apprentices or Weekly 'Bovs together, at one 


time, withour Licenſe as afro laid, in caſe any uch 


- Poor child be bonnd Apprentice to or by «ny inba 


b. tant, * Indentere ox Covenan- conta co this 
Act. 
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A8, all ſuch biden Covenants 90 Contract 
ſhall be void. And the Mayor, and Juſtices of th; 
Peace or two of them, ſhall by Warrant, removſ 
ſuch Apprentices or poor children where they wer 
laſt ſctied, before their being lo bound Apprenti 


themſelves aggrieved, may appeal from ſuch War 
rant or Order for Kemoval, to the Jnſtices of thi 


Peace, at Che next General Quarter Seſſions, ant 


they to hear and determine the matter, and mak; 


a ficall Order therein, 
11. That no Periba ſhall be choſen a Guardian 


.of the Cerporation, unleſs he pay 12d. per Ween 
to the Poor Rates where he dwell, or dwell in a Te 1 
nement of Ten Pounds per Annum, or unleſs he givq; 


Fifty Pound for the uſe of the Corporation. 
In caſe the Mayor or his Deputy refuſe to call a] 


Court for Elections or Removal of any Guardian 
or Officer, for the ſpace of 14 days, after demand 


ces. In caſe ſuch Pariſh, Town or Place ſhall thin 


—— % 1 


ed by the Guardians or the m- ior part of them, chen 


the Guardians or the major part of them 10 hold the 
Hd Court to the ſame Intents. 

The Aſſembly of the Common Council, may by 
any Deed under their Common Seal, grant, convey 


and aſſure, for ſuch time as they think fir, to any 
Per ſon whatſoever, the Town-Claſe, as a ſecurity 


for any Sum of Money they ſhall borrow, toward: 
the charge and experce in erecting the Werkhouſe, 
and letting to work the Poor of the City, and pro- 


motiug the publick good. 


Nothing in this act to extend to the Biſhop's 


Palace, or the Precincts of the Cathedral Church, 


Al Penalties and Forfeitures to be Levyed by Di 


Res py WW arrant uader the Har s and Seals of 
AFC jJ$1c5, 


A, y « | 


3 * 11 * | | 
any Perſon; be feed in Execution of this Ad, 
ach Defendant may - plead the General Iſſue and 
f Verdi for Defendant, or Plantiff be nonſuited. 
Pr diſcontinue, his Suit or Judgement given againſt 
Sim upon Demurrer or otherwiſe, then ſuch Defen- 
ny ſhall have treble Colts ; This AQ to be taken 
a publick A& 
Is Making more effectual a Clauſe relating to 
Enlightning the Streets cf the City, per Statute, 
11, & 12, W 3. That every Houſholder, charge - 
able with two pence er more per Week, towards 
the Relief of the Poor, ſhall Yearly, from Michael- 
mas day untill Lady day, every Night, as it ſhall 


8 reſpeRive. Houſes, ( as the 0 iaycr and Court of Al- 
dermen ſhall appoiat ) candles, or convenient lights, 
1 and centinue the ſame until Lia Clock in the night, 
lian for the Enlightening the Streets, Market · Place and 
„0 publick Lanes and Paſſages, for the con veniency of 
bea paſſeagers, or otherwiſe, contribute towards ſuck 


Ngrow dark, ſet, or hang cut, on 12 of their | 


the Lights, fo to be fer or hung out, as the Mayor and 


Court of Aldermen-ſhall dire& and appoiut, under 
by the pain for every neglect, two Sbillisge, to be 
ey Levyed by Diftiefs, 6 | 
i That ſuch Perſons paying Relief toward he Foor 
ity as - aforeſaid as by the conſent or approbation of 
ri the Mayor and Court of Aldermen, ſhall agree by 
fe, Subſcription to contribute to Maintain and continue 
- Lamps inſtead of Candles, to be placed as the 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen -ſhall Order, ſpalf 


n. feitures; ſuch Contributor paying his Contribution 
dfaney, ſubſcribed or agreed npon. 

Nothing: in * AR to ME: to the Walloon” 7 

| or 


) 


bs be exempted and diſcharged of and from ſuch For- 


\ 


26 ) 
or French and Dutch Congregations, except to the 
Poor of the Reſpective Pariſhes where they reſpects 
_ tively dwell, and that only in reſpect of the Houſe 
or Houſes. and Ground. they dwell in and Oecupy, 
ia ſuch reſpective Pariſnes. 

provided, That the Members of the Walloon or 
f french and Dutch Congregations for ever hereafter 
do with their Stocks, Eſtates and Values, provide 
for and maintain the Poor, of their own reſpective 
Congregations, as hath been heretofore Accuſtom- 
ed, fo that ſuch Poor become not chargeable: to 
the reſpective Pariſhes where 24g al,” in the 


ö ba id Cc t 
ald Ci te 5 

1 | a F I Nl s 
2 ( 
1-290 | | ht 
162 * : 8 * * RF; 
13 : 
1 
wa 4 
. 
A 4 * ** * * 5 SA "TY Fo © - 8 
1 F 472 7 * : : 5 0 0 . * % — # 
Mes — — — — — mn rn — —x—8—mà 
$018 . * N 4.5 "3 66 8 
2884 ; . 8 - : p 
he — — — — = — — 


1 A tre FIDE of an Fr 61 Wilen chick 
. _.*, relate to Enlightning the Streers ot the City of 
Norwich, which is contained in an Act of Pai lia- 
ment, made for confirming a Leaſe of certain 1n- 
' - - dentures between the City of Norwich, and Ri- 
cChuhard Barry, Eſq; George Surricold, Gent. and 
Richard Soame, Merchant; aad for Enlighteaing 
bj. the e ct the laid N 8 


1 N be i ir Ended by the Authority aforeſaid; 
Wi 3%: that evefy iHHoutholder in ihe ſid Ci Ity. of 
Norwich. chargeable with two Pence or more, by 
tho Week, towards the Relief of the Poor, whoſe 
| Divelling-Honſes auth adjoyn to any Market- Place, 
Street. püblick Lane, or Pallages within the .ſaid 


37 City 


—— aun = ths Os. Wm 3 
N 2 —— — 


3 e ee . — 


— 8 — 3 
- 2 < 3 R G — 
5 — % . 
—— — — — 
52 * 
- * WM... "4 
x 


— 
— — 
* 5 


* * 
* "+ . e { 


City, ſhall Yearly, from Michaelmas day, until a 
Lady-day, every Night, as it ſhall grow dark, ſet 
or hang out. on the outſide of their reſpective Hou - 
ſes, towards ſuch Market-Places, Streets, -publick 
Lanes and Paſſages, Caudle, or viſible and conveni- 
ent Lights, and continue the ſame until 11 a clock 
ar Night, for the Enlightening the laid Streets, for 


the conveuiency of Paſſengers, under the pain of for- 


f. iting for every neglect or default therein, two 
Shillings, to be Levyed by Diſtreſs on the Offenders 
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Goods, by Warrant under the Hands and Seals of 
the Mayor of the City, for the time being, and of 
two Juſtices of the Peace, to be diſpoſed of by the 
Direction of the Mayor and Court of Aldermen of 
the ſaid City, from time to time, as they ſhall think : 
fit, in ſupport of Lights. for the Purpoſe afore- | 
provided always and be it further Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, that ſuch Perſon or Perſons as 
by the conſent or Approbation of the Mayor and 
| Court of Aldermen, ſhall agree and ſeverally oblige 
| themſelves by Subſcription; to contribute to main- _ 
_ tain and continue Lamps inſtead of Candles, to be. 
plac'd in ſuch places near the reſpective Houſes of - | 
.. ſuch Cont:ibutors, end at ſuch diſtances as ſtall be 
| ordered and appointed from time to time, by the | 
Order of the Mayor and Court of Aldermen for the 


aid City, for 1o long time as ſuch Lamps ſhall be 
continued in uſe, ſhall be exempted and diſcharged 


e Tad 2 


of and from ſuch Forfieture, ſuch Coatriburor paying | 
his reſpective Share or contribution Mony, accord- | 
ing to ſuch Subſcription and Agreement. 
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of Parliament, for creQing a Court of Conſcience 
Cc. in the City of Norwich. 


frer ſetting for h the Ad vontages the Ci- 
ty of Lo: don has received, by E't:bliſhing 
a Cou. t of Concienc? in tbe ſame, by prevent - 
gag many Charges of Arreſts and other Proceed- 
Kings in Law: An! that the City and County of 
the City ot Norwich being very populous, &c. 
averſe vexatious Suits for ſeveral Debts are 
daily Commenced, more expencive to the Par- 
ties than the Debts &c for which they ſue, to 
the ruin of F. mi ie, and filling the Priſons with 
era“ le Debtors, and c eating great Charges 
to the ſevetal Pariſhes wherein they were Inha- 
bitants for their ſupport and Maintenance. It 
Enacts & That there be a Court of Requeſt 
or Conſcience for the Relief of the poorer ſort 
got People in (mall Debts, creed and eſtabliſh- 
ed in the City ani County of the City ot Nor- 
wich, and the Pariſhes and Places therein con- 
rained, and the Liberties thereof, And be it 
urther Enacted, that the Perſons for that pur, 

poſe hereaſter named ſhall be Commiſſioners for 
hearing and determining all (uch matt rs and 
auees as by this preſent Act are appointed to 
Pe heard and determined in the ſaid Court of 
Conſcience, tor the {aid City and Counny of 
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che City of Noris 2 the Pariſhes. 484 
Places cherein con:ai ined anal the Liberties :; Eres 
of that is to lay ) the Mayor Aid lermen, a 
-ommun Counci © the ſiid City r Phe rime 
being, or any three or more ot then. Whereof the 
Mayor or one of the Al iermen for the time be- 
bein z, to he one o the 211 three, are hereby au. 
taorize d and empowered to execute the Poppers 

An Authorities of this preſent Act in ſuch min 
ner as herein after exprelled, And be it tu; ther 
Enacted that betore any of the ſaid Commiſſion. 
ers ſhall execute the Authorities of ls A, he 
Mall take the Oath, follo xing b=tore the Pe: or- 

ger or Stewar.l of the ſame for the time Le: 2 
in theſe Wor.''s following. | 

TA. B, 45 promiſe 4 ſrrear, hs: all FA 4c 
Aar ters a Cauſes I (ball order and determine 
FT vertue of this AF, I will order and determine, 

with Juſtice and K. 2ulty, according to the b: 5 of 
any Enomledge and On Wer ft ang: ing, 
. "5 0 B8 lp me God. 

And d be it further Enacted by the Aut! ority f. 
aforeſaid, that for the prevent on of defraudinell 
or opp: effing of the Poor eitller Plaintiff or De. 
fendant. rig the coſts ot Suit, and number; off 

: Othcers for pare ning che Bulineſs of the (aidf* 
© Oourts, be ſuch, and no other than what vide” 
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| Herein alter mei tioned ( that is to ſay ) for ever 
1 | Þ4 int 2 pence, for every Order 4 pence. for eve 
N recep or Warrant to commit to Priſon", 
1 | p. Ace, tor eyry Sach 2 pence. for every Satis 7 
1 faction: acknow! edged on the Order 4 pence, fo 
b eyery 
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vety Wiraarit for hovyind the Debt by $26 of 
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ve Goods 6 pence, to the Beadle attending the 
n Court for warniag every Perſon 4 pence, for 
erving every piecept or Warrant 4 pence. And 
hat 7 22 Seer Gentleman be, and is here» 
v nominared and appo uted Regilter and Clerk 
the ſaid Court of Conſcience, ind to continue 
s long as he the ſaid NR egilter and Clerk do 
ell and truly demean himfclt in the Fxccution 
; his ſaid Office, and in caſe cf Müdemevour, 
he laid Commiſſtoners may and are hereby au- 
horized to remove and ciſplace the ſaid Regilt- 
r, or Clerk for ſuch Miſdemeanour, and appoing 
ueh other Per ſon or Perſons to execute . ſup- 
ly the ſaid Offices and Places ot him that ſhall 


flo miſdemean and Þchave himſelf; and tar the 


preſent Execution of the matters in 'the aid act 
ontained, the ſaid Thomas Steward {Fall be 
egeſter and Clerk of the Comr of Conſcience 

or + the faid City of Norwich-and the Pariſhes - 

ad Places therein contained, and the Lib: rties 
hereof, and the faid Regſter is to nominate tus 
cputies and Beadles jor the ſaid Cour: to be 

proved cf y the ſaid Commiſſion re, and in 


Ide of removal upon Law ful conv: ion « any 


iidemeanour, or deceaſe of the (aid it giiter or 
Clerk the ſaid reſpective Commiſſione:s, ar on 
uch removals or death, are to nommite and p- 


Point ſuch other Perſors as they ſhal think fit, 


Jor the ſupply of ſuch Vacancies that fhal} hap- 
en as aforeſaid. And be i: ſu ther Fnaced gt | 
obe  Kuchqtity aforeſaid char the ſaid Commiſſi. F 

oOners 


. Warning or Notice to be given to the (aid Debt 


/ 
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oners for the ſaĩ City Nah or any three 
or more or them io appomnte as woretaid, are 
hereby authorized and required to m:et and af. 
ſemble themſelves together on Mond ay in every 
Week and oſtener it the ſaid Commiſſioners Path 
think fit, and in ſuch Place as {hall be appointed 
& aſcertained ty the ſaid Com miſſioners for the 
time h eing, or the greater number of them then 
preſent, to hear and ( etermine all ſuch matters 
of Debt or Actions on the caſe, up n any Aſ- 
ſumpiir tor: the Herovery of any Debt not a- 
mounting to 40 Shillings, brought before them 
accordi g to the true intent and mean ng ot this 
pretent Act. And be it further Enacted that eve. 
ry Perſon and Ferlons inhabiting, or that ſhall 
nhabit within the ſaid City aud County of the 
City of Mor:zich, and the Pariſhes and Places 
thereof, being a Tradeſman. Victualler Labour- 
ine man or other Peiſon, which now hath, or 
tereatrer ſhall have any Debt or Debts owing 
unto him, her orthem, by any Perſon, or Per. 
ſons hatloever, being a Tradeſman, Victualler, 
Labourina- man or other Pe:{ons, Inhabiting or 
that ſhill nhabit wit hin the ſaid City of Nor- 
wic, 41d the Pariſhes and Liberties before men- 
tioned, being under the valre of 40 Shillinęs 
ſhall and mav caſe ſuch Debtor or Deb. ors to be 
warned or ſummoned bv the Beadle of the ſaid 
Court ot Conſcience, or his Agent or Agent: by 
_ writein> lett at the Houle or place of aboad of 
ſuch Debror or Debtors or by other reaſonable 
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or or Debtors to appear befere the faid Com 


re miſſioners ot the ſaid Court of Conſcience, and 


f- 


en 


LY 
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that the ſaid Commiſſioners or any thiee or more 
of them, ſhall have Power and Autho'iry by Ver- 
tue of thi: A& from time to time, to fer down. 
ſuch Order and Orders to be made between ſuch 
Party and Parties Compla inants, and his her or 
their Debtor or Debtors, Defendants toucl irg. 


ſuch Debts not amounting 10 the Value of 40 


Shillings, betore the ſaid Commiſſioners. as they? | 


ſhall find to ſtand with Equity and good Con- 
ſcience in a ſummary way, with, or without Ad- 
journmens, not tying themſelves to the exact 
Form and Methods of the Common Law or o- 


ther Courts of Juſtice which ſaid Order or Cr- 


ders ſhall be final and concluſive to all Perſons 
eherein conce ned, their Executors and Admin. ſt- 
rators, nor ſhall any Writ of Error Certiorarv, ot 
Proceſs of Law or Equity, ly for the ſemova! Pay 
or reverſal of the ſame, all ſuch the ir Crdeis to 


be Regiſtred in a Book or Fooks fa rly writen to- 


be kept in the ſaid Courts, and as; well the Plain» 


tiff as Defendant ſhall obſerve and keep the ſimes 


in all points, and for the due proceeding therein? 


it ſhall and may be Lau ful forthe aid Commiſ- 
ſioners of the {aid Court or any three or more of 
them, to miniſter an Oath to the Flaintiif or De- 
fendant, and alſo to ſuch Witneſſes as {Fall he 
produced on each Party if the ſaid Commiſſior. 
ers or any three or more of them {ha}l ti nik meet 
And beit futther Enacted, that it any ſuch (re- 
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ditor or Leb:or atter warnung given 10 hun 
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| Ci, 
or them in manner and form before in tl i- Aa 
mentioned dy eny Officer of the ſaid Court of 


Conſcience, {all without ſome juſt & reaſonable | 


cauſe of excuſe io be allowed of by the ſaid Court 


rt fuſe to — m che ſaid Court; that then 5 
mall and may be lawful for the ſaid Officer or Of- 
cers of the [aid Court, by Order of the ſaid Com- 


miſſioners. or any three or more of them as a- 


foreſcid, to ev1y and convey ſuch Party or Par- 


ties to {ome Þ:ifon or i-rifons in the ſaid City of 
Norwich, there to remain without Bail or Main- 
prize, until he or they perform and fulfil rhe Or- 
der of che ſaid Cobrt; and in caſe any Creditor 
or Debtoi, Plainriffor Defendant, do or ſball not 
obey and per form fach Order and Crders or De- 


ctees, as t he aid Court thall make, ſet down or 


rect, in, for, or concerning fuch Debt or Debts, 
or the payment or allowance of anv caſts or Da- 


mages for, or in reſpect of the ſame, that then it 
ſhalt and may be ] awful to, and for the Officer 


and Oitcers of the ſaid Court, by the Order or 


Orders, Warrant or Warrants of the ſaid Commiſ- 


ftoners, or any three ornore of them, to Levy 


ſuch Debt or Eebrs amages or Money by the 
laid Commillione:s, Awarded or Ordered to be 


paid by and out of the Goods and Chattles of 
ener or Dehtor, Plaintiff or Detendant 


and by Sale ot the ſame, returning the Overplus 
if any be, to ſuch Party or Partics, and if ſutfici- 
ent Goods and Chattles of ſuch Pay and Parties 
cannot be found n the Juriſdiction of the 
{3:4 Court, hereby, an I Whereout ſuch Debt or + 


Debts 


3 8 e 


a 


20 
Yebrs, Cots or 8 ſo Awarded, frat and 
n1y be Levyed, rated and ſutistyed, that then ic 
hal! be Lawtul or ſuch O'ficer or Office: ts of the 
{air Court, by the Order or Erdeis of the ſaid 
Commi. 110 ners, or any three or more of them as a- 
foi eiaid, to car: y and convey ſuch party and 
ties, to ome  Ptiſo3 and Prifon within the ſaid 5d 
ty of Norwich, there to rem without Bail or 


eie un il he ſhe or they, do and ſhall 


perform and obey wach the Order or Orders, or 


Decrees of the fad Court, and it any Perſon or 
Perſons, being qualified as aforeſaid, and Inabit · 
ing in the aide ity, ſhall at any time next after 
t e firit Day ot Auguſt in the Year of our Lord 
1707, commence and prolecute any. Action, in 
any ot his Majeſties Courts at Weitminſter, or 


in any other Court. againſt any Perſon jnhabiting 


or refid-in3 w ithin the id C ny of Norwich and | 


places betore mentioned, for any Debt or Sum of 
Maney, due upon contract, promiſe ſyeciality or 
otherwiſe, which upon the Tryal ſhall be found 


not to amount to the Sume or value of 40 Shil- 
lines overand above Coſts, no jud:ment ſhall 
be entered upon Record upon any. ſuch Verdict, 
and if any judgment {hall be entered thereon, | 
then ſuch Judgment bell be, and is hereby de- 


clated Null and Void. and N the Defendant in 


every ſuch Action ſhall have his Coſts in the ſaid 
Suit to be Taxed by the ſaid Court or their pro- 
per Officer, where ſuch Action ſhall be Tryed 


and paid by ſuch P! ajnciff in the Cauſe, any Law 


or Cuſtome to the contrary in any wiſe _—_— 


Handing, And bs it! ur cher Enacted bs the Avrhority 
aforeſa id, that if any Perion or Perſons ſhall at any 
time be Sued or proſecuted for any thing by bim or 
them done or executed hy the Authority in purſuance 
of this Act, he and they ſhall and may plead he Gene 
ral Iſſue, and Sive the laid Act or any other ſpecial 
water or tginz in Evidence, for his or their Defence 
the G ger Plamtiffs, mall be Non- ſuited in 
1 1, ordear further Profecutiun, or 
Ber tſcontino? upon Trpal, a Verdiet ſhall p-fs 
A Agqainſt him or theégl, then fachy! ctendant or iwefe: d. 
8 Sans, ſhe! have Treb e Coßen 8 dum or them a ard 4 
Againſt ſuch Flaintiff er Plaintiffs, and ſuch 
Execution and Means to recover the ſame as in 
/ "other Caſts, where Coſts by Law are given to e- 
fendants. Fovidedaiways chat this Act or uny th ng 
Aderein contained, all not extend to any Debt Hor 
Rent upon apy-Leale for Lan s or Tenements, or any 
Sher real Contracts, nor to any othec Det that 
_ ſhall. ariſe y fealen of any cauſe concerning a Feſt- 
T Motrimony, or any thing conte ling or 
perly BYoaging, to the -cclettaltical Court, al. 
Peie the ſame bender 40 Shillings, any thing be⸗ ore 
mentioned to th Fon rary in any wife h twituſtan . 
it ing. Provided That nothing in This Ac contained, 
mall extend or 2: conitrued to extes; d tothe Limits 
of the Pullace of i the giſhep of Nor d ich, or tee pre · 
cincts of the (A 7:04: Courch ot Not wich, or to a- 
y er ſon or Ferlons which now are, or ihzll at any 
time de rraſter be reſting within the "faid: Limits. 
precincts, or either of t. em, as long as ert ſhall. c co 
. Ante theEego rev is aforefad. 5 : 
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